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About this event  
 

Course Title: GCSE Psychology 

Course Code: 1PS0-23IO2 

 

Course description:  

To look at content, assessment and marking of GCSE Psychology paper 1 and 

paper 2. To remind delegates of resources to support their teaching.  

 

In this training, delegates will: -  

• understand the Assessment Objectives for the qualification 

• understand the question types for the qualification 

• understand the mark schemes for the qualification 

• practise using the mark schemes using exemplar student work 

• learn about the support provided by Pearson around assessment and 

exemplars. 
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Agenda  
 

 

Time Item 

10 mins 
Introduction and content (this can be reduced if necessary by not 

completing activity 1) 

50 mins 
Session 1: Paper 1 assessment and marking (more time here as paper is 

weighted more heavily) 

BREAK   

40 mins Session 2: Paper 2 assessment and marking 

10 mins Resources and any questions 
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Activity 1 – The language of assessment 
 

The following command words are used within GCSE Psychology, but how well do 

you know them?  

 

Place the correct number in the definition box (We have done the easy one for 

you) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Definitions 

 

1. Review information then bring it together to form a conclusion, drawing on evidence 

including strengths, weaknesses, alternative actions, relevant data or information.  

2. Provide a definition of something 

3. Obtain a numerical answer, showing relevant working. If the answer has a unit, this must be 

included. 

4. Usually requires some key information to be selected from a given stimulus/resource. 

5. To fill in/write all the details asked for. 

6. Generally involves the recall of one or more pieces of information; when used in relation to a 

context, it is used to determine a candidate’s grasp of the factual information presented. 

7. Looking for the similarities and differences of two (or more) things. 

8. To give an account of something. Statements in the response need to be developed as they 

are often linked but do not need to include a justification or reason. 

9. Consider all factors/events that apply and identify the most important/ relevant. Make a 

judgement on the importance of something and conclude where needed. 

10. Produce an output, either by freehand or using a ruler 

Command Word  

Definition 

 

Assess  

Calculate  

Compare  

Complete  

Define Definition 2.  

Describe  

Draw  

Evaluate  

Explain  

Give, state, name  

Identify  
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11. An explanation that requires a justification/exemplification of a point. The answer must 

contain some element of reasoning/justification. This can include mathematical explanation 

 

Scenario Based questions (AO1/2) 
 

Question 18  
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Question 21a 
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Activity 2 – Marking AO1/2 questions 
 

 

Four-mark AO2/3 Questions  
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Mark given: 
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Response 1                                               Response 2 
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Activity 3: Marking exercise: AO2/3 

questions 
 

Read through the following response. 

 

• Suggest what the final mark would be 

• Highlight where the AO2/3 marks would be given (if applicable) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark given 

 

Reasons why  

 

Actual mark given 
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Extended open response question: paper 1 
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Mark awarded: 

 

Reasons:  

Question 23: Synoptic essay 
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Mark given 

 

Reasons 
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Activity 4: Identifying assessment objectives 
 

The following response achieved level 2 and 6 marks 

 

Can you highlight within the response the AO1, AO2 and AO3 content? 

 

From what you have highlighted, which AO (s) would need to be improved for this 

candidate to get into level 3 for a minimum 7 marks. 
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.  

 

 

 
Where would candidates need to improve? 
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Session 3:  

 

Examples of calculation questions.  

 

 
(e) Calculate the ratio for the number of children who said that the top row contained more buttons 
than the bottom row, to all children taking part in the experiment. (2)  
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Paper 2: Research methods - AO1/2 questions 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mark given:  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mark given:  
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Research Methods: Extended open response question.  
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Mark given 

 

 

Reasons why 
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Activity 5: Marking activity. Research 

methods question 5. 

Read through the following response. Highlight the AO1/2/3 and decide on a final 

mark 
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Marks given 

 

Actual mark 

Optional sections: AO1/2 questions. Topic area:  

Perception. Question 23 

Example response 
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Marks awarded 

 

 
Marks awarded. 
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AO2/AO3 question GCSE paper 2: Criminal option  
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Activity 6: ranking the responses 

• Below there are three responses to the four-mark question we 

have just gone through.  

• Read through the mark scheme and try and work out which order 

they would come in in terms of marks from top to bottom. 

• Why have you placed them in the order you have? 

 

Response 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Response 2 
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Response 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Order: 

 

. 

 

 

Actual order (if different from above) 
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Extended open response: Question 33 Sleep and 

Dreaming.  

33 Artez is a paramedic who works night shifts. He is worried about his sleep pattern because he can 
feel tired at work. Artez asks a colleague how they manage their sleep pattern when working nights. 
She tells Artez that it may be easier if he tries to carry on sleeping in the day and staying awake at 
night when he is not working.  

The colleague also suggests the use of bright lighting when Artez wakes up, and extra thick curtains 
for sleeping in the daytime. She recommends that Artez should have a big breakfast as soon as he 
can when he wakes up, and make sure he has a light meal when he finishes work, and then leave a 
couple of hours before going to bed.  

Assess how well the use of external influences could help Artez with his sleep. (9)  
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Mark achieved 
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Activity 7: Marking Activity. Extended open 

response 

Have a look at the response below. Using the mark scheme, decide on a 

mark. Highlight where AO1/2 and 3 occur. . We will discuss this as a 

group. 
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Mark given:  
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Answers to Activity 1 
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